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Data is another word for information
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This document is about data about people with disabilities.

Data is another word for information.

[image: A group of people with and without disabilities, one of the group is a wheelchair user, there is a blind woman who uses a guide dog and there is a man with crutches]

Data is very important. 

It can be used to help make life better for people with disabilities.
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This document talks about:

· What data is and why it is important 

· How you can help to get better data about people with disabilities 

· How to use data and what to look out for 

[image: A computer screen highlighting the internet web address www.com]
[bookmark: _Toc69221611]The CBM Disability Data Advocacy Toolkit covers the main points from a longer document about data. It is not in easy words.
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[bookmark: _Toc71465955]What is data and why is it important?



Data can be numbers. 

For example, the number of people with disabilities who go to school.

[image: Two people are having a discussion, they are facing each other and there are speech bubbles in front of them showing they are talking.]
Data can also be information to show what people think and feel.

For example, stories about people’s lives.

[image: A collage consisting of a computer screen, a pile of books, and a document with words on it.]

Data can come from many places like:

· Information that governments keep about people in the country

[image: A hand with a pen writing on a clip board.]
· Reports that organisations write



· Surveys and interviews where people answer questions about their lives

[bookmark: _Toc69221612][bookmark: _Toc69221780][image: A group of six people sit around a long table having a discussion. Some of the people have paper in front of them.]
Why is data important?



People need data to understand what is working well and what needs to change.

[image: A man with an orange shirt]

For example, data might show that many people with disabilities are not in work.


[image: A judge sitting at her bench, holding a gavel. The scales of justice sit on the bench next to her.]

This can help governments and other people know what to change.


It can help them make good laws and plans to solve the problems.


[image: Two documents. One document has graphs and colours on it, the other document has words.]

Some good work is happening to get more data on people with disabilities.

But there is not enough data yet.

This means many problems for people with disabilities are not being solved.

[bookmark: _Toc69221613][bookmark: _Toc71465956]What countries should be doing
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Many countries have promised to get good data about people with disabilities.



This is part of important work that countries are doing.


[image: A stack of documents]


For example, many countries have promised to follow a document about the rights of people with disabilities.


The document is called the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

[image: A woman standing in a green dress][image: A woman in a wheelchair
]

The document says that countries must get good data about people with disabilities and people without disabilities.


[image: A group of people sitting at a table discussing a document. One of the group is a wheelchair user]
Countries should use the data to:

Understand what problems people with disabilities are having


Try to solve the problems to make life better for people with disabilities
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Countries are also working together to make the world better for everyone by the year 2030.


This work is called the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Or SDGs for short.



[image: Two documents. One document has graphs and colours on it, the other document has words.]


Countries have agreed to get data about people with disabilities to help with that work. 

For example, data about how many people with disabilities are in education, training and work.

[bookmark: _Toc69221614]
[bookmark: _Toc71465957]What people with disabilities and disability organisations can do
[image: A group of people sitting a a desk, holding documents discussing the documents.]


[bookmark: _Toc69221615][bookmark: _Toc69221783]You can find out what data there is about people with disabilities.

[bookmark: _Toc69221616][bookmark: _Toc69221784]There are some places that you might find data from on page 13 of this document.
             
[bookmark: _Toc69221617][bookmark: _Toc69221785][image: A chart with checkbox list, some of the boxes have a tick mark in it - showing that they have been completed.]

[bookmark: _Toc69221618][bookmark: _Toc69221786]You can check if your government is getting the data it agreed to about people with disabilities.


[bookmark: _Toc69221619][bookmark: _Toc69221787]There is more information about what countries should be doing on page 6 of this document.

[image: A man and a woman are having a discussion, the woman is wearing a hijab, they are facing each other and there are speech bubbles in front of them showing they are talking. ]

[bookmark: _Toc69221620][bookmark: _Toc69221788]You can ask your government to get better data about people with disabilities if they are not getting enough.
[bookmark: _Toc69221623][bookmark: _Toc69221791][image: A person holding a clipboard standing in front of a desk ]

You can help to get your own data if there is not enough. 

[bookmark: _Toc69221624][bookmark: _Toc69221792]For example, you could make a survey to ask people with disabilities questions.

[image: A group of people sitting having a discussion, there is a man who uses a wheelchair and a woman with a hijab standing and two other women are sitting on chairs.]

[bookmark: _Toc69221625][bookmark: _Toc69221793]There are some questions you can use to find out about people with disabilities and their lives.


[bookmark: _Toc69221626][bookmark: _Toc69221794]They are called the Washington Group Questions.

[image: A group of people sitting at a table discussing a document. One of the group is a wheelchair user]
[bookmark: _Toc69221627][bookmark: _Toc69221795]Then you can use the data you have to show governments and other people what needs to change for people with disabilities.
[bookmark: _Toc69221628]

[bookmark: _Toc71465958]Things to think about when you use data 
[bookmark: _Toc69221629][bookmark: _Toc69221797][image: A group of people sitting at a table discussing a document. One of the group is a wheelchair user]
[bookmark: _Toc69221630][bookmark: _Toc69221798]You need to look at the data you have and work out what it means.

[bookmark: _Toc69221631][bookmark: _Toc69221799]There are some things to think about first.



[bookmark: _Toc69221632][bookmark: _Toc69221800][image: 2 documents, one with a chart and diagrams on it and one other document with writing. There is a question mark beside both of the documents][image: Question mark]
For example:


[bookmark: _Toc69221633][bookmark: _Toc69221801]Is the data right for what you need? 

[bookmark: _Toc69221634][bookmark: _Toc69221802]Is it about the right groups of people?

[bookmark: _Toc69221635][bookmark: _Toc69221803]Does it show what you need it to?
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[bookmark: _Toc69221636][bookmark: _Toc69221804]Who made the data and when?

[bookmark: _Toc69221637][bookmark: _Toc69221805]Is the data still useful if it is old?

[image: A woman with her finger touching her head showing that she is thinking.]



[bookmark: _Toc69221638][bookmark: _Toc69221806]How was the data made? 

[bookmark: _Toc69221639][bookmark: _Toc69221807]Was it made in a good way that you can trust?

[bookmark: _Toc69221640][bookmark: _Toc69221808][image: A group of people with and without disabilities, one of the group is a wheelchair user, there is a blind woman who uses a guide dog and there is a man with crutches]

How many people is the data about? 

[bookmark: _Toc69221641][bookmark: _Toc69221809]Is it a large group of people or only a small group?

[image: A woman standing in a green dress][image: A woman in a wheelchair
]

[bookmark: _Toc69221642][bookmark: _Toc69221810]Does the data show what is happening to people with disabilities and people without disabilities?


[bookmark: _Toc69221643][bookmark: _Toc69221811]For example, how many people with disabilities are poor. 

[bookmark: _Toc69221644][bookmark: _Toc69221812]And how many people without disabilities are poor. 


[bookmark: _Toc69221645][bookmark: _Toc69221813]Data like this is important. It can show how life is different for people with disabilities.

[image: A blind woman with her guide dog.][image: A man in a yellow shirt.]

[bookmark: _Toc69221646][bookmark: _Toc69221814]Can the data show even more information?

[bookmark: _Toc69221647][bookmark: _Toc69221815]For example, how many women with disabilities are poor.

[bookmark: _Toc69221648][bookmark: _Toc69221816]And how many men with disabilities are poor.

[bookmark: _Toc69221649][bookmark: _Toc69221817][image: A group of people, a young person who is a wheelchair user, a man with crutches and a blind woman with her guide dog.]
This shows if some people with disabilities are treated worse than others.



[bookmark: _Toc69221650][bookmark: _Toc69221818][image: A globe - map of the world]
[bookmark: _Toc69221651][bookmark: _Toc69221819]Does the data show what is happening in different parts of the country or world?


[bookmark: _Toc69221652][bookmark: _Toc69221820]This can show if some places are doing better than others.
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[bookmark: _Toc69221653][bookmark: _Toc69221821]Does the data show what has happened in different years.

[bookmark: _Toc69221654][bookmark: _Toc69221822]This is so you can see if things have changed over time.

[image: A collage consisting of a computer screen, a pile of books, and a document with words.]

[bookmark: _Toc69221655][bookmark: _Toc69221823]Is there other data you can use if the data you have is not enough?


[bookmark: _Toc69221656][bookmark: _Toc69221824]It is often good to use different data together.


[bookmark: _Toc69221657][bookmark: _Toc71465959]Some places to find data about people with disabilities 

[bookmark: _Toc69221658][bookmark: _Toc69221826][image: A woman with a speech bubble in front of her that has a question mark in it.]

1. The National Statistics Office for your country if there is one.


[bookmark: _Toc69221659][bookmark: _Toc69221827]They keep data for the country. 


[bookmark: _Toc69221660][bookmark: _Toc69221828]They must give you any data they have about people with disabilities if you ask for it.
[bookmark: _Toc69221661][bookmark: _Toc69221829][image: A stack of documents]
They must do this if your country has promised to follow the                   UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.


[bookmark: _Toc69221662][bookmark: _Toc69221830]There is more information about this on page 6 of this document.


2. The United Nations Statistics Division Disability Statistics Portal

[bookmark: _Toc69221666][bookmark: _Toc69221834][image: A computer screen highlighting the internet web address www.com]

3. The Disability Data Portal 


[image: A computer screen highlighting the internet web address www.com]

4. SDG Data Hub	



[bookmark: _Toc69221671][bookmark: _Toc69221839][bookmark: _Toc71465960]Projects to do with data


Disability Data Advocacy Working Group 

[image: A computer screen highlighting the internet web address www.com]

[bookmark: _Toc69221673][bookmark: _Toc69221841]They are helping to get more data about people with disabilities. 


[image: A computer screen highlighting an ampersand icon for emails ]

[bookmark: _Toc69221675][bookmark: _Toc69221843]Making Voices Heard and Count

[bookmark: _Toc69221676][bookmark: _Toc69221844]This is a new project about using data from local communities.

[bookmark: _Toc69221677][bookmark: _Toc69221845]To find out more email: 
pkoblowsky@icscentre.org   
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